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This event would not have been possible without the help of dozens of people, who contributed what they 
could in the spirit of konbit: 

Konbit Solèy Leve, for being the inspiration for this event and the foundation on which the prize stands 

The Selection Committee, who dedicated dozens of hours in finding candidates, evaluating them, 
organizing the ceremony, and making some difficult decisions given the security situation: 

 Steeve Colin, Ernso Duvert, Garissine 'Gama' Pierre, Jessica Hsu, Daniel Tillias, 

The individual contributors to the Prim Solèy Leve , who raised $2492 for the event through an 
Indiegogo campaign and in-person contributions: 

 Maryse Penette-Kedar, Phoebe Rusch, Jessica Laporte, Ruthie Whalen, Frank Cohn, Daniel Taylor, 
 Jessica Hsu, Joassaint LeCont, Alisa Keesey, Sheldon Himelfarb, Lorin Symington, Ray Yip, Ruth Grace, 
 Robin Borrud, Linda Usdin, Kathleen A Barbro, Shannon Smith, Diana Erwin, Debra Fox, Daniel 
 Tillias, Richard Feldman, Deirdre Johnson, Robin Roberts, Alice Smeets, Tom Boothe, Lindsay Leigh, 
 Delphine Bedu, Janet and DJ Varner, Chrissy Martin, Ken and Barbara Carlson, Michael Ball, Felipe 
 Jacome, Elliot Higger, and several other donors who wish to remain anonymous.  

Future Generations Haiti who, as always, stepped in to help us go the last mile and provided funds to cover 
the price of the hotel, which was not in the original plans, and Rene Gueldy's album release. FGH has always 
been there as a support whenever the movement has needed it. 

Natcom, Valerio Canez, Stellar Haiti, Haiti Communitere, English in Mind, Omiscar Olamy for the 
thoughtful and meaningful prizes that were given to the awardees 

Sigora Solar, who provided a significant donation that allowed us to custom-print hundreds of t-shirts for 

the event for participating community organizations 

Konbit Mizik, who provided a key donation to help us arrange for the trophies for socially engaged artists in 
Cite Soleil, as well as other parts of the ceremony 

Zach Niles, Steve Valcourt, and the Audio Institute of Jacmel , who spent countless hours recording and 
mixing Rene Gueldy's debut album, without which, the album release would not have been possible 

Haiti Communitere, for providing the space for us to plan this event, as well as endless encouragement and 
internet 

Lindsay Leigh & John William Pierre , who filmed not only the entire event but the planning, organizing, 
and lead-up to the event to make into two different documentary films. 

Mackenson Ismael, for being the official photographer for the event. All photographs in this report were 
taken by Mackenson Ismael. 

Francis Guy Clement and Delphine Bedu, for providing the French translation for the brochures 

Sabina Carlson Robillard, for her support in creating all of the English- and Creole-language materials for 
the event, and making sure the project team ate and slept once in a while. 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PRIZE: 

Cite Soleil is a marginalized municipality in Port au Prince, the capital of Haiti. It is the most 
densely-populated place in the country, and often considered the most dangerous because of 
decades of gang conflict and political violence. The stigma of this violence is assigned to everyone 
who lives in the area, including the vast majority of Cite Soleil's residents who are unarmed and just 
trying to live a normal life. Among these citizens are young people who are putting themselves at 
great risk to try to improve their communities and make life a little more bearable for their 
neighbors and families.  

On June 25th, 2011, a group of these young change makers from five different neighborhoods in 
Cite Soleil decided to start to work together and help each other in community activities. They 
decided to launch a social movement they called Konbit Solèy Leve. The movement was not an 
organization or foundation, it had no legal papers, it had no president or formal structure, it had no 
bank account to accept money, and no political affiliations. All it had was a set of principles: 
collective leadership, community service, interdependence, working with what you have, and 
others. Everyone and anyone who did positive social work in Cite Soleil was considered a part of 
Solèy Leve.  

In 2014, Cite Soleil was experiencing a renewal of an old conflict between "Upper"  and "Lower" 
Cite Soleil, the division marked by Route 9 that cuts Cite Soleil in half. The violence was affecting a 
lot of innocent civilians, and Louino 'Robi' Robillard, one of the co-founders of Solèy Leve, began 
noticing that a lot of promising young leaders were getting discouraged. Some were saying that it 
seemed like only gangsters and politicians got recognition in Cite Soleil. They wondered why they 
risked their lives to make small positive changes that could be destroyed in a day by people with 
guns.  Robi realized that something had to be done to show these young people that their work was 
not in vain, that it was valued, and that they were the true leaders in this community. 

So Robi came up with the idea of the Prim Solèy Leve, a prize that would honor the young people 
who represented the principles and spirit of Konbit Solèy Leve. He wanted to select people who 
weren't already well-established and powerful leaders, but emerging leaders, people who were 
stepping up to make a difference, but who could also get discouraged. Robi selected four dynamic 
young leaders from four neighborhoods in Cite Soleil, and raised a bit of money among friends to 
buy Award Plaques. He gave them their awards during the Third Anniversary celebration for Konbit 
Solèy Leve on June 25th, 2014 in Place Fierte in the heart of Cite Soleil.  It was such a success that 
Robi decided that this should become an annual tradition. 

 

  

The awardees for the Prim Soley Leve 2014 



THE 2ND ANNUAL PRIM SOLÈY LEVE, 2015 

Robi launched a campaign on Indiegogo to raise funds for the event, and managed to raise about 
$2,000. Other friends and partners chipped in contributions that were both financial and in-kind. 
Robi also decided to expand the ceremonies to honor young artists engaged in social work in Cite 
Soleil, including Rene Gueldy, who would also organize the album release party of his debut CD 
right after the ceremony.  

Robi also organized a selection committee to establish new criteria, search for potential candidates, 
decide on the final nominees, and make decisions about the ceremony. 

SELECTION COMMITTEE 2015: 

Steeve Colin: an intellectual, activist, and social organizer who lives in 1er Cite in 
Cite Soleil. He is the founder of Intervention Humaniste and a long-time volunteer 
with Konbit Solèy Leve.  

 

Garissine 'Gama' Pierre:  a young woman from Delmas who has been a volunteer 
in Konbit Solèy Leve since 2012. She is a young intellectual who is passionate about 
community change, challenging stereotypes, and building the capacity of youth. 

 

Ernso Duvert: is a core staff of Radio Boukman, a community radio station in Cite 
Soleil, and has a regular program that talks about culture, young people, and current 
events in Cite Soleil.  

 

Jessica Hsu: is the country director for Haiti Communitere. She is an American 
citizen that has been active in Haiti for over a decade, and is very committed to 
causes of social justice and community change.  

Daniel Tillias: the co-founder and Executive Director of SAKALA, a youth center in 
Cite Soleil. He is a leader in working with young people to put them on the road to 
productive, peaceful futures.  

 

The selection criteria that the community decided upon are as follows: 

1. The person/organization needs to be living or actively working in Cite Soleil 
2. The person/organization needs to be a positive role model for other young people 
3. The work of this person/organization needs to have a positive impact in the community 
4. The work of this person/organization needs to be an example collaboration and participation, 

in the spirit of konbit 



5. This person should not a leader that has already  'succeeded' and is well-known for their work. 
It should be a leader that not many people know, but who is doing positive work that people 
should know about. 

6. This work should be ongoing for at least two years and reflect values of peace and social change 
7. The person/organization should not be actively involved in any political campaigns 

 
All of the preparations were in place to hold the ceremony during the 4th anniversary 
celebration of Konbit Solèy Leve on June 25th, 2015, in Place Fierte, Cite Soleil. But the weeks 
leading up to the 25th were unusually violent - a combination of gang conflicts and police raids 
left over a dozen people dead, including children. Konbit Solèy Leve came to a decision that they 
could not celebrate with so much blood on the ground, and cancelled the anniversary 
celebration. But they also wanted the Peace Prize to be held, as everyone needed some 
inspiration in this very difficult time. A decision was made to hold the Prim Solèy Leve 
ceremony at the Plaza Hotel in downtown Port au Prince. Plans were shifted, arrangements 
made, and while people were saddened that they couldn't celebrate their young leaders at 
home, this would also send a message about the gravity of the situation in Cite Soleil.  

DESCRIPTION OF THE DAY'S EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 200 people gathered in the Plaza, overwhelming the capacity of the available room. The MC for 
the evening was Winter Luc, from RAJEPRE in Bwa Nef, Cite Soleil. The event was launched with 
the Haitian National Anthem, followed by a video documenting last year's Prim Solèy Leve. 



Robi opened the event with a speech, describing the importance of the event, the reason it was 
being held in the Plaza, and not in Cite Soleil, and the value of young people in Cite Soleil. He also 
made it a point to describe the remarkable gathering of people in the room tonight: people from all 
corners of Cite Soleil (including all of the neighborhoods involved in the previous weeks' conflicts), 
representatives from other marginalized neighborhoods like Martissant and Solino, leaders of 
several Haitian and international NGOs, the national press, and members of Haiti's private sector. 
This is an important step in bringing all of Haitian society together to recognize the importance of 
the work these young people were doing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last year's honorees (left to right: Sadrack Joseph of ID-Haiti, Alashkar Milien of Konbit Solèy 
Leve, Stephen Italien of La Difference, and Frantz Francois of SAKALA) were brought to the 
stage and recognized, and given framed photographs of last year's ceremony. Alashkar Milien then 
gave a speech on behalf of the honorees for how important it was to be recognized for the difficult, 
and often dangerous, work of community change. 

  



HONORING THE ARTISTS 

Throughout the evening, a handful of artists who have dedicated their work to community service 
and social change were honored. Each performed a song that to them represented the spirit of 
Konbit Solèy Leve, and then were given a trophy to represent the gratitude of the community. 

 
Above left: Mano & Bill Gates of Bwa Nef, Cite Soleil were recognized by HK of Konbit Mizik. 

 
Above right: Belabre Sage of Belekou, Cite Soleil was recognized by Doug G, a famous Haitian 

rapper, producer, and television personality 

 Above left: Rene Gueldy of Bwa Nef, Cite Soleil was recognized by Olivier Taluy of Matelec 

 
Above right: the members of Dady Fresh of Soleil 17, Cite Soleil were recognized by Johnny 

Celestin, a well-known social leader, activist, and intellectual. 



AWARDING OF THE PRIM SOLÈY LEVE: 

Above left: Smith Petioth (far right) of Boston, Cite Soleil was given the Prim Solèy Leve for his 

tireless commitment to konbit and community service. The award was presented by Marie-Claude 
Bayard of the Fondation Odette Roy Fombrun, which champions the philosophy of konbit 
throughout Haiti. 
 
Above right: Junior Fogel Henri of Cite Lumiere, Cite Soleil was given the Prim Solèy Leve for his 

commitment to neighborhood transformation and his success with urban gardening. The award 
was presented by Savela Jacques Berenji, the Country Director of Future Generations Haiti. 

Above left: Louis Geleste of 3BB, Cite Soleil was given the Prim Solèy Leve for his years' of work to 

support children in his community, and his launching of the Mis Solèy competition to honor young 
women. The award was presented by Lucia DiPoi, the Director of Centre Haitien de Leadership. 

Above right: Samuel Cadet of Bwa Nef, Cite Soleil was given the Prim Solèy Leve for his 

commitment to environmental preservation, civic engagement, and volunteering for positive causes 
across Cite Soleil. The award was presented by Louis-Henri Mars, the Director of Lakou Lape. 



Above: the Tombeau Family, namely the three brothers Chrisnor, Samuel, Jonas from Soleil 9, 

Cite Soleil, were awarded the Prim Solèy Leve for the fifteen years of Tou Gol, their initiative that 
provides free lessons to help prepare hundreds of students in Cite Soleil for the State Exams. The 
award was presented by Philippe Armand, president of Compagnie D'Assurance D'Haiti and 
Lakou Lapè.  

OTHER AWARDS: 

Above left: Steeve Colin of Boston, Cite Soleil presented Philippe Armand of CAH, Olivier Taluy 

of Matelec, and Charles Henri Berhmann of Berhmann Motors (in absentia) awards recognizing 
their important support to this year's Tou Gol educational program.  

Above right: Sabina Carlson Robillard presented a special award to Radio Boukman, Cite 

Soleil's only radio station, for their nine years of service being the voice of this marginalized 
community. The award was accepted by Director Joel Joachin on behalf of the staff of the radio. 

  



GIFTS FOR THE AWARDEES 

This year, several organizations and companies were inspired by the Prim Solèy Leve and decided 
to donate practical gifts that could help these young leaders in their work to improve their 
communities. 

Above left: Deke Bowman, Operations Director of Haiti Communitere, presented each awardee 

with a kit of tools for practical, community-building work.  

Above right: Frank Coughlan of Stellar Haiti presented each of the awardees with a solar-powered 

light to allow them to keep working during Cite Soleil's frequent blackouts. 

Above left: Stephanie Price, founder of English in Mind Institute, presented each of the awardees 

with a scholarship for a year of English instruction at her school. 

Above right: Lanot Letourneau of Natcom presented each of the awardees with a brand new 

smartphone to increase their capacity for communication and community organization. He also 
announced Natcom would be renewing its efforts to host mobile health clinics in Cite Soleil. 



Above left: Valerio Canez donated an electric iron, electric stove-top, and a desk fan, which were 

given to the 2014 and 2015 winners of the Mis Solèy competition. 

Above right: a local artisan in Cite Soleil, Omiscar Olamy, hand-made beautiful iron suns for each 

of the awardees, with the name of the organization on the top, and the words Fyete Site Solèy ("the 
pride of Cite Soleil") below. This prize was supported by Intervention Humaniste.  

THE AWARDEES FOR THE 2015 PRIM SOLÈY LEVE: 

Left to right: Smith Petioth of Boston, Louis Geleste of 3BB, Samuel and Jonas Tombeau of 

Soleil 9, Samuel Cadet of Bwa Nef, Junior Fogel Henri of Cite Lumiere.  



ALBUM RELEASE PARTY FOR GUELDY RENE 

The ceremony was closed out by a performance by Rene Gueldy and a choir of young people from 
a music class he runs with the support of Project Hope Art. They sang their song "Timoun Jodi", 
and afterwards, the official ceremony ended and Gueldy's album release party began. People were 
encouraged to take a copy of his debut CD Reskepte Rèv Ou with whatever donation seemed fair to 
them, and he signed posters and posed for photos. 60 CDs were bought in just fifteen minutes. 

 

  



Thank you to everyone for their efforts that made this 

happen. This has been a dream of mine for years, and I 

am proud that this is the second edition of the Prim 

Solèy Leve. I hope that this can become an annual 

tradition, and spread to other communities in Haiti that 

are in need of inspiration and recognition. Other young 

people in other neighborhoods have already contacted 

me about their ideas for bringing something like this to 

their communities, and I hope that we can turn this into 

a tradition, a tradition that values young people who 

have the courage to work for positive community 

change. 

Ann kontinye fè konbit.  

Louino Robillard 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Special thanks to Steeve Colin - without his tireless, 24/7 
support, this event would not have been half of what it 
ended up being. My deepest gratitude to Steeve, frè pa'm. 

 

 

  

 

 

And, as always, thanks to my wife Sabina and my daughter 
Dayana, who always support me in achieving my dreams, 
no matter how crazy they may be. 

& 

Mèsi anpil 


